1
2
% )
i
i
A
b




ARMED FORCES MEDICAL LIBRARY

Washington, D. C.









r!
¢ THE
Dreadful Vifitation

14, 2

A fhort Account of the™

Progrefs and Effe&s =

of the ’

PLAGUE,

The laft Time it fpread in the City of

- LONDON in the Year 1665 extracted from
the Memoirs of a Perfon who refided there,
during the whole Time of that Infe&tion: .

With {fome Thoughts on the Advantage' which
would refult to Chriftianity, if a Spirit of Impartiality
and true Charity was fuffered to prefide amongft the
‘feveral religious Denominations, &c,

Deut, Chap. 32,29, O that they were wife, that
they underflood this, that they would confider their latter
End,
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Mongft the many Calamities with which the AR
mighty is pleafed to vifit the Children of Men, i
order to reduce them to ajuft Senfe of their own Weaks
nefs and entire Dependance upon him, there is fear
any that are more productive of true penitent Humilias
tion and of a Sight of what is really good and trulg
Evil, than thofe contagious Diftempers which, an offens
ded God fometimes, fuffers to rage amongft the People
In the Year 1665 the City of LoNpon was forely vifie
ted by the Plague : An Account of the Progrefs an
Effe&s of that Vifitation was kept by a Citizen who re
mained there during the whole Time of the Sicknef:
and appears to have been candid and,judicious in hi
(Remarks thereon. I truft my- Readers-may,-in a fho
Defcription of that memorable Judgment, meet wis
. fuch Leflons af beft Wifdom, which nothing
fectually produce; as a clofe and ferious converf
, Death and the Grave. - The Introduétion of this"
tagion in LoNpON was by fome Goods imp A
«HoLLAaND, which had been brought thither fro
vant, It firft broke out in the Houfe where ¢k
were opened, from whence it fpread to o
the firft Houfe 'that was infefted there died
fons : A Neighbour who went to vifit them retar
home gave the Diftemper to her Family, and died wi
“all her Houfhold. The Parifh Officers who were em
ploy’d about the fickPerfons being alfoinfected,the Phy
ficians perceived the Danger, and upon narrow Infpectio
affured, that it wasindecd the Plague with all im'rfy
in§l Particulars, & that it threatned a general Tnfectio
The People began now to be allarmed all over the Town.
the ufiial Number of Burials within the Bills of M
- ty for a Week were generally aboutz40 to 300, &
the 27th. to the 24 Jan. the printed Billwas 474. He
over this went off again, and the Froft continumg-ver)



FW L abe bl bl ol '7}'7 Laks all all bl sl bl bl o ol

fevere, till nearthe End og' egruary the Bills decreafed
again and People began to look upon the Danger as good
as over; but in May the Bills greatlyencreafed, and the
Weather becoming hot, the Infection fpread again, in
.a dreadful Manner.

I lived, fays the Author, without Aldgate, and as the
Diftemper had not reached to that Side of the City, our
Neighbourhood continued eafy ; but at the other End of
the gl"own the Confternation was very great; and the
Nobility & Gentry thronged out of the Town, with
their Families in an unufual Manner; nothing was ta
be feen but Waggons, Carts, and Coaches, with Goods
and People and Horfe-Men attending them, hurrying
away; then empty Waggons and Carts appeared, who
were apparently returning to fetch more People: Befides
innumerable Numbers of People on Horfeback, fitted out
for travelling. This was a very melancholly Profpect;
indeed there was nothing elfe of Moment to be feen, it
filled my mind with very ferious Thoughts of the Mife-
ry that was coming upon the City, and the unhappy Con-
ion of thofe thatwould be left in it. By the End of
the Contagion had fpread and encreafed to a great
ggree : Sorrow and Sadnefs fat upon every Face; and
"tho’ fome Parts were not yet overwhelmed, all looked
deeply concerned. LoNpoN might well be faid tobe all
in Tears, theMourners did not go about the Streets,

rno body made a formal Drefs of Mourning for their -
neareft Relations ; but the Voice of Mourning, was in-=
deed, heard in the Streets; the Shrieks of Women and
Children at the Windows and Doors of their Houfes,
.where their deareft Relations were dying, were fo fre-
quent to be heard, as we pafled the Streets, that it was
enough to pierce the ftouteft Heart in the World. Tears
and Lamentations were feen almoftin every Houfe, efpe-
cially in the firft Part of the Vifitation; fortowardsthe
latter End People did not fo much concern themfelves
mie lofs of their Friends, expetting, thatthemfelves

Id be fummoned the next Hour. ~

. It was a Time of very unhappy Breaches amongft

s, i Matters of Religion, Divilions & feparate Opini~
o4 N 2 ous




ons prevailed; the Chul('dt 2)( ENGLAND was lately
reftored, and the Prefbyterians & other Profeffions I)ad
fet up their Meetings for worfhip, and apart, in which
they were frequently difturbed, the Government endea-
voring to fupprefs their Meetings. But this dreadful
Vifitation reconciled the different Parties and took a-
way all Manner of Prejudice and Scruple from the Peo-
ple. Butafter the Sicknefs was over, thatSpirit of Chari-
ty fubfided, and Things returned to their own Channel
again. Here wema oifcrvc, thatanearer View of Death
would foon reconcile Men, of good Principles, to one
another, and that itis chiefly owing toour eafy Situati-
ons in Life, and our putting thefe Things far from us,
that our Breaches are fomented, and that there is fo
much Prejudice and want of Chriftian Charityand Union
amongft us. A clofe View and Converfe with Death, or
with Difeafes that threaten Death, would fcum oft the
Gall of our Temper, remove our Animofitics, and bring
us to fee with different Eyes. On the other Side of the
Grave we fhall all be Brethren again.

The Inns of Court were now all fhut up, there w
but few Lawyers to be feen in the City, indeed
was no need of them, for Qémrrcls and Divifions
Intereft had ceafed ; every Body was at Peace.

‘It was alfo worthy of Obfervation, as well fruit
ful of Inftruction, to obferve with what Alacrity the
People, ofall Perfuafions, embraced the Opportunities
they had of attending upon the publick Worfhip, and
other appointed Times of Devotion, as Humiliations,
Faftings and publick Confeffion ot Sins, to implorethe
Mercy of Gop and avert the Judgment which hun
over their Heads. The Churches were fo throngeﬁ
that there was, often, no coming near, no, not to the
ver; Door of the largeft Churches. There wasalfo dai=
ly Prayers appointed Morning and Evening, at which
the People attended with uncommon Devotion.

All Plays and Interludes which had lately be
encreafe amongft us, were forbid to act; the Ga
Tables, publick Dancing-Rooms, and Mufic-Ho
which multiplied and began te debauch tthaxmc‘l:

P



the People were fhut up zgncfl (?Jppreﬂ'ed; finding indeed
no Trade, for the Minds of the People were generally
humbled and agitated with other Things, Death was
before their Eyes, and every Body began to think of
their Graves:

The Infection ftill gradually encreafed till the Middle
of Auguft, when there died a Thoufand aDay, by Ac--
count of the weekly Bills, tho” they never gave a full
Account by many %houfands, many of the Parith Offi-

-cers were taken fick themfelves and died when their Ac~
count was tobe givenin. The Parifh of Stepney alone had
within the Year, one Hundred & fixteen Sextons, Gra-
ve-Diggers and Carriers of the Dead &c. Indeed the
Work was not of a Nature to allow them leifure to take
an exact tale of the dead Bodies, which were all thrown
together in the Dark in a Pit, to which no Man could
come near without the utmoft Peril.

I had, fays the Author, the Care of my Brother’s Hou-
{e which oZliged me fometimes to go abroad. In thefe
Walks I had difmal Scenes before my Eyes, as, parti-
ularly, of Perfons falling dead inthe Streets, terrible

icks of Women, who in their Agonies would throw
en their Chamber-Windows, & cry out in a difmal fur-
izing Manner ; it is impoflible, to defcribe the variety.
of Poftures in which the Paflions of the Poor People
would exprefs themfelves. Pafiing thro” Token Houfe -
Yard, ofa fudden a Cafement violently opened juft over
my Head, and 2 Woman gave three frightful Screeches,
and thencry’d: Ohb! Death, Death, Death, which ftruck
me with Horror and a chilnefs in myvery Blood. There
was no Body to be feen in the whole Street, neither
did any Window open, for People had no Culﬁioﬁt}',
now, inany Cafe. I went on to pafs into Bell=Ally,
where there was a_greater Cry than that, Icould hear
Women and Children run fkreaming about the Rooms
like diftracted ; whena Garret Window opened and fome
Body from a Window on the other Side, afked : What
is the Matter ? Upon which it was anfwered : O Lord/:
My old Mafier has hanged bim£f The other afked a-
gain: I by quite dead? And the firft anfwered: Ay, Ay,
0 )( 2 quite
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quite dead and cold. This lScrlozx was a Deputy Alderman
and very rich : But thisis but one Inftance; it is fcarce
credible, what dreadful Cafes hapﬁcned inparticular Fa-
milies every Day: People in the Rage of the Diftemper -
orin the Torment of the Swelling, which was indeed
intolerable, becoming raving and diftraéted, often times
laid violent Hands upon themfelves, throwing themfel-
ves outof Windows, or breaking out of the Houfes, would
dance naked about the Streets not knowingone extafie
from another ; others, if not prevented, would run
directly down the River & plunge into the Wa-
ter. Some dying of meer Grief as a Paffion,
and fome of Fright and Surprize, without having
reccived the Infeétion. It often pierced my very
Soul, to hear the Groans and Cries of thofe who
were thus tormented ; but this of the Swellings
was accounted the moft promifing particular in the
whole Infection, far if thefe fwellings could be brought
to break and run, the Patient generally recovered.
Whereas thofe who were ftruck with lgleath at th
Beginning of the Diftemper, and had Spots come up
on them, often went about indifferent eafy, till
little before they died, and fome till the Moment
dropt down ; fuch would be taken fuddenly very
and would run to fome convenient Place, or to
own Houfes, if poffible, and there fit down, grow
and die. The Method the Magiftrates fell into
locking up the Doors of People’s Houfes where
had taken the Diftemper, and fetting Watchmen the
Night and Day, to prevent any going out to fpre
the Infection, looked hard and cruel, as, perhaps, thofe
who were found in the Family might have efcap
if theyohad been removed from the fick ; but the pub
lick good feem’d to juftify fuch a Conduét, and the
was no obtaining the leaft Mitigation by any A
plication to the Magiftrates. This put %coplc,

thought themfelves well, upon many Stratagem
‘get out of their Confinements. Going out one

mg, I heard a great Outery, which prompting my
riofity, I inquired the Caufe of a2 Perfon who




eut of a Window. A V\(’aZc}Zman had been employ’d
to watch at the Door of a Houfe, which was infected
and fhut up, both himfelf and the Day Watchman at-
tended there a Day and two Nights. All this while
no Noife had been heared, nor Lights feen in the
Houfe; neither had they called for any Thipg ; it
feems that two or three Days before, the Dead-Cart
had ftop’t there, and a Servant-Maid had been brought
down to the Door dead, wrapt only in a green Rug,
which the Buriers had put into the Cart and carried
away: The next Day the Watchman heared great
Crying and fereeming in the Houfe, which he fuppo-
fed was oecafioned by fome of the Family dying juft
at that Time ; upon which he knocked at the Door.
a great while, at laft one looked out, and faid with
an angry quick Tone, and a Voice of one that was
crying, what d’ye want, that ye make fuch a knocking 2 He
anfwered: I am the Watchman: How do you do? Whatis
the Matter? The Perfon anfwered : /hat is that te
ou £ Stop the Dead-Cart. This wasabout one o’ Clock 3
on after, he ftopt the Dead-Cart, and then knock’d
gain, but no Body anfwered : He continued knocking,
and the Bellman called feveral Times : Bring but your
Dead ; but no Body anfwered, till the Man thatdrove
the Cart, being called to other Houfes, would ftay no
longer, and drove away. In the Morning when the
Day-Watchman came in, they knock’t at the Doora
freat while, but no Body anfwering, they got a
adder, and one of them went up te the Window, &
looking into the Room, he faw 2 Woman lying dead upon
the Floor, ina difmal Manner : But tho’ he calledialoud &
knocked hard en the Floor, with his Staff, no Bqu'f’cirr’d
or anfwered : This they made known to the Mag tey
who ordered the Houfe to be broken open, when ne
Body was found in the Houfe, but that young Wo-
who having been infected, and paft Recovery,
Reft had left her to die by herfelf, and were every
gone, having found fome Way to delude the
Watchman, and go out; as to thofe Cries, and Shrieks,
~which he heared, it was )lzuppofed, they were the paflion~
iRt 4 ate
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ate Cries of the Family, a(t thz bitter parting, which,
be fure, it was to them all; this being the Sifter to t
Miftrifs of theFamily. Many more Inftances might be giv
en but thefe may fuffice to fhew the deep Diftrefs of th
Ddy. Death did not now hover over every one’sHead only.
but looked into their Houfes and Chambers, and even
ftared in their very Faces, and tho’ there was fome
Stupidity and Dulnefsof Mind ; yet there was al\ﬁr
Deal of juft Alarm founded in the inmoft Soul : Many
Confciences were awakened; many hard Hearts melt
ed into Tears ; many a penitent Confeffion was made
of Crimes long concealed. People might be heared
even in the Streets as we pafled along calling upon
Gob for Mercy, thro’ Jesus CurisT, and fai"
I have been a Thief. I have been an Adulterer.
been a Murderer, and the like; and none durft ftop to’
make Inquiry into fuch Things, or to adminifter,
Comfort to the poor Creature, who in the anguifh
both of Soul and Body thus cried out: Many were the
Warnings that were then given by dying Penitents
to others, not to put off and delay their Repentanc
to a Day of Diftrefs, that fuch a Time of Calami
as this was no Time for Repentance. I wifh, fays th
Author, I could repeat the very Sound of thofe Gr
and Exclamations that I heared from fome Xoor dyi
Creatures, when in the heighth of their Agoniesand
Diftrefs; and that I could make him that reads this
hear as, I imagine, I now hear them, for the Sound
feems ftill to ring in my Ears. In the Beginning
of September the Number of Burials increafing, the
Church-Wardens of Aldgate Parifh ordered a large Pit
to be dug, to hold all the Dead which might die in a
Month, it was about forty Foot long and fixteen broad ;
fome blamed the Church-Wardens for fuffering fuch
a frightful Gulf to be dug; neverthelefs in'two Weeks
they had thrown more thanelevenHundred Bodies i
it, when they were obliged to fill it up, as the
were come within 6 Foot of the Surface. My Curio
ty drove me to go, & fee this Pit, when there had
near four hundred People buried in it. - I got Admit="

: , tance




tance intothe Church-Yard? b{r means of the Sexton,whe
was a fenfible, religious Man; he would have perfuad-
ed me not to go, faying: < That it was, indeed, their
Duty to venture, and in it they might /Jofe 1o be preferved ;
but that as I had no apparent call, be thought my Curisfi-
ty could not juftify my running that Hazard,, I'told hinr,
1 had been preffed in my Mind to go, and that perbaps it
rl(z/i'gbt be an inflrutting Sight <“Nay ¢ Says < the good
an ¢ If you will venture upon that Score, in the Name
;/ GOD go-in; it will be a Sermon to you, it may be the
¢/t that ever you heared in your Life,, His Dilcourfes
had fhock’t my Refolution and 1 ftood wavering for a
good while; but juft then Ifheared the Bell-Man, and
the Cart, loaded with dead Bodies, appearing, I went
in. There was no Body, as I could perceive, at firft,
with the Cart but the Buriers, and the Man that led
the Cart, but when they came to the Pit, they faw
a Man mufled in a Cloak who appeared in great agony ;
the Buriers immediately gathered about him, fuppofing
he was one of thofe poor delirious or defperate Crea-
\tures, that would fometimes run to the Pit, wrapt in
lankets, and throw themfelves in, and as they faid,
ury themfelves. When the Buriers came to him, they
oon found he was neither defperate nor diftempered in
Mind, but one opprefled with a dreadful Weight of
Grief, having his Wife and feveral Children all in the
Cart, that was juft come in with him, and he followed
in Agony and excefs of Sorrow. He calmly defired
the Buriers to let him alone, faid he would only fee the
Bodies thrown in & go away, fo they left importuning
thim; but no fooner was the Cart turned round, and
‘the Bodies fhot into the Pit promifcuouily, which was
a Surprize to him, for he dt leaft expeted, they would
have been decently laid/in, tho’ indeed he was after-
wards convinced that was impraticable, I fay, no foon-
er did he fee the Sight, but he cry’d out aloud, unable
| to contain himfelf, and’ fell down in a Swoon ; the
riers ran to him, and took him up, and when he
was come to'himfelf, led him to a Place were he was
taken Care of. He looked into the Pit again, as thc
ST wen



10 E
went away, but the Bugicrs ?\ud covered the Bodie
fo immediately, with throwing Earth that nothing
could be feen. The Cart had in it fixteen or feventeen
Bodies. Some were wrapt up in Linen Sheets, fome
in Rugs, fome little other than naked, or fo loofe, that
what Covering they had fell from them, in the fhoot<
ing out of the Cart, and they fell quite naked among
the reft; but the Matter was not much to them, or the
Indecency much to any one elfe, feeing they were to b
huddled together into the common Grave of Mankind,
for here was no Difference made, but Poor and Rlc.h
went together ; there was no other Way of Burials, nei=
ther was it poffible there {hould. [

Z’obn Hayward under-Sexton, that is Grave-Digger
and Bearer of the Dead, never had the Diftemper at
all, but lived about twenty Years after it. His Wife
was imployed to nurfe the infected People; yet fhe
herfelf never was infeted. The only Prefervative he
ufed, againft the Infeétion, was holding Garlick and
Rue in his Mouth and fmoaking Tobacco; this I h
from his own Mouth. His Wifgc"s Remedy was wa
thing her Head in Vinegar, and fprinkling her Head
Cloths fo with Vinegar, as to keep them always moift
and if the Smell of any of thofe fhe waited on was mo
than ordinary offenfive,fhe fnuftVinegar up into herNo
fprinkled her Headcloths and held a Handkerchief wet
ed with Vinegar to her Mouth.

And here [ muft not omit mentioning the Difpo=
fition of the People of that Day, with Refpect to their
Charity to the Poor, which indeed was very largf‘both
in a publick and a private Way. Some pious Ladi
were fo zealous in this good %Vork, and fo confiden
in the' Protection of Providence in the Difcharfe of thi
great Duty, that they went about themfelves diftribut-
mgAhﬁs, and vifiting the poor Families that were in=
fected, in their very Houfes, appointing Nurfes
Apothecaries to fupply them with what they w
-l'hug iving their Bleflings to the Poor in fub

elief, as well as hearty }graycrs for them. 1 will
undertake to fay, that none of thefe charitable Pec
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were fuffered to die of thf: Plague, but this 1 may fay,

that I never knew any of them mifcarried, which I

mention for the Encouragement of others in Cafe of like

Diftrefs ; and doubtlefs, it thev, <“zhat give tothe Poor,lend

20 the Lord, and be will repay 1t 5, thofe that hazard their °
Lives to give to the Poor, and to comfort and affift

them in fuch a Mifery as this, may hope to be pro-:

tected therein.

From the Middle of Auguft to the Middle of Sep-
tember the Infection ftill encreafed and fpread itfelf,
with an irrefiftible Fury, it was reckoned thatduring
that Time there died no lefs than fixteen Hundred a
Day, one Day with another. It was then that the
Confufion and Terror was inexpreflible ; the Courage
of the People appointed to carry away the Dead, be-
gan to fail them : The Vigilance of the Magiftrates
was now put to the utmoft Trial. At laft the
violence of the Diftemper came to fuch aheight that the
People fat ftill looking at one another, and feemed quite
abandoned to Defpair. Ina Word, People began to
give themfelves up to a fear, that there was nothing
to be expeéted, but a univerfal Defolation. ThisDe~
fpair made People bold and venturous, they were no
more fhy of one another, as expecting there was now
no avoiding the Diftemper, but that all muft go, this,
brought them to crow’d into the Churches, they inqui-
red no more what Condition the People, who fat near
them, was in, but looking upon themfelves all as fo
many dead Corps, they came to the Churches without
the leaft Caution, and crowded together, as if their
Lives were of no Confequence, compared to the Work
which they were come about : Indeed, their Zeal ‘in
coming, and the Earneftnefs and affe&ionate Atten-
tion they fhewed to what they heared, made it mani-
feft, what Value People would put upon the Wor-
fhip of Gonb, if they thought, every Day they attended

the Church, would be theirlaft. It wasinthe Height

~of this Defpair, that it pleafed God to ftay his Hand,
and to flacken the Fury of the Contagion, in a Manner,
as furprizing as that of its Beginning, and which de~
montitrated -
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monftrated it to be his own particular Hand a
the Agency of Means; nothing but omnirpotent Power
could have done it ; the Contagion defpifed all Medis
cine. Death raged in every Corner, and had it gon
on as it did then, afew Weeksmore would have cleared
the Town of all its Inhabitants. In that very Moment
when thirty Thoufand were dead in three W eeks, nay,
when it was reported three Thoufand had died in one
Night, and an Hundred Thoufand more were taken fick,
when we might well fay : Vain was the Help of Many
it pleafed God to caufe the Fury of it to abate; and
by his immediate Hand to difazm the Enemy. Itwas
wonderful ! The Phyficians were furprized, wherever
they vifited, to find their Patients better, and in a few
Days every Body was recovering: Nor was this by
any Medicine found out, or any new Method of Cure
difcovered, but it was evidently from the Secret invi=
fible Hand of him, that had at firft fent this Difcafe,
as a_fudgment upon us. Let the Philofophers fearch,
for Reafons in Nature to Account for it, and labou
as much as they will to leflen the Debt they owe t
their Maker ; thofe Phyficians who had the leaft Sha
of Religion in them were obliged to acknowledge tha
it was all fupernatural. The Streets were now full
of poor recovering Creatures, who appeared very fenfible
& thankful to God for their unexpeéted Deliverance : Yet
I muft own, that as for the generality of thePeople it might
too juftly be faid of them, as was f{aid of the Childrenol
Ifrael, after they had been delivered from the Hoft of
harach. “ That they fung his Praife, but they foon fore
got his Works. ,, b
The Author who was preferved unhurt, with his
whole Family during the Time of the Sicknefs, gives,
in his Memoirs, a particular Account of the many
Reafonings and Fears which affe¢ted his Mind, before
he could come to a fixed Conclufion, whether to ftay,
and take his Lot in the Station in which God
“him, or by leaving the City run the Haz
unfettling himfelf, and lofe his Effects, which lay
tered amongft the Mcrchants, At the earneft Sol
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tations of his Brother }(1e had concluded to go, but
being always crofled in this Defign, by feveral Acci-
dents, it came, one Morning, as he expreffes it, very
warmly in his Mind, whether thefe repeated Difappoint-
ments, were not Intimations to him, that it was the
Will of Heaven he fhould not go, which was fucceed-
ed by a farther Thought, that if this Suggeftion was
from God, he was able effe€tually to preferve him
in the midft of all Deaths and Dangers that would fur-
round him, and that if he attempted to fecure him-
felf, by fleeing from his Habitation and acted con-
trary to thefe Intimations, which he believed to
be divine, it was a kind of flying from Gob, who
could caufe his Juftice to overtake him, when, and
where he thought fit.

But what finally fixed him in a Refolution to ftay,
and caft himfelf, entirely upon the Protecton and good
Pleafure of the Almighty, was, that at a Time, when
his Thoughts were more than commonly ferious up-

~on this weighty Subje&, turning over the Bible which
lay before him, he cry’d out : JZ%ll, I know not what_
;‘zto do, Lord, dire? me! at that Juncture happening to
ftop and cafting his Eye on the Second Verfe of grft.
- Pfalm, }})le read to the 10th. as follows Vizj‘ < I will
of the Lord, He is my Refuge, and my Fortrefs,
{ayG D, in him will 1 tr};ﬂ fSureZy he /Zall deliv{r tZlyee
< from the Snare of the Fowler, and from the noifom Pefli-
$lence.  He fhall cover thee with his Feathers, and under
¢ his Wings Jfbait thou truf? : His Truth fhall be thy Shicld
¢ and Buckler. Thou fhalt not be afraid for the 7"3,””- by
¢ Night, nor for the Arrow that [tetb by Day: Nor for the
¢ Peftilence that walketh in Darknefs: Nor for the Deflruc-
¢ tion that wafleth at Noon-Day. A Thoufand fhall fall
Sat thy Side, and ten Thoufand at thy right Hand: But
S it fhall not come nigh thee. Only with thine Eyes fhalt
& thou behold and fee the Reward of the Wicked, Becaufe
k! thou I);_Iﬂ made the Lord which is thy Refuge, even th
€ Mofi-High thy Habitation : There /ball no evil befal thee,
® neither fhall any Plague come nigh thy Dwilling Gc. ,,

The
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THc Tnfpiration of God, and the clear Information of the Holy
Scriptures affures us, that God referves his choiceft Secrets
for the pureft Minds, and thatitis uncleannefs of Spirit, not dif
ference of Method in feeking after God, that feparates us from
him ; true Holinefs being the only fafe Entrance into divine Knows
ledge. The Apoltic Peter declares A&. 20, 34. That be perceivedof
& Truth that God is no vefpecter of Perfons : But im cvery Nation, be that
feareth bim, and worketh Righteonfnefs is accepted with bim. And the
Apoftle Paul alfotellsthe Galatians Chap. 6, 15. That in Chrift Fefus
neither Circumcifion availeth any Thing, nor Uncivcumcifion, but a new
Creature. Nochwithftanding the Clearnefs of thefe and many more
fuch Dodtrines contained in the Scriptures, Selfifhnefs & Partia-
Iity, thofe inhuman and bafe Qualities have been fuffered to pre-
vail even amongft fuch, as are citeemed the moft pious in the fe-
veral Sects and Partics of the Chriftian Church : They have raifed
and ftill raife in every Communion, a felfih partial Orthodoxy,
which confifts in courageoufly defending 'nlr its Opinions and
Pradtices, and condemning the Doétrinesand Practices of others;
and thus every one is train’d up in Defence oftheir own Churchy
their own Truth, their own Opinion: And he often is judged
to haye the moft Merit, and the moft Honour, who likes every.
Thing, and defends every Thing amongft themfelves, and leaves
nothing uncenfured in thofe that arejot a different Communio
Now how can Truth, Goodnefs and Religion be more ftrucka
than by fuch Defenders of it? If you alk why the great Bi
of Meaux wrote fo many learned Bocks againit all Parts of
formation, it is becaufe he was born in France. Had he bee

. born in England, had he been bred at Oxferd, he might have r
valPd our great Bifhop Stillingfleet,and would have wrote as many
Jearn’d Folio’s againft the Church of Rome, as he has done. And
yet 1 will venture to fay, that if each Church could preduce
but one Man a Piece, that had the Picty of an Apoftle, and the
impartial Love of that firft Chriftians, they would not want half
a Sheet of Paper to hold their Articles of Union, nor be halfan
Hour before they were of one Religion.  1f we loved Truth a
quch; if we fought it for its own fake; if we loved our nciﬁh-'
bours as our felves; if we defir’d nothing by our Religion but
to be acceptable ta God; if we equally defird the Salvation of
all Men; if we were afraid of Ersor, only becaufe of its hurt-
ful Nature to us, and our Brethern of other Communions, th
nothing of this Spirit could haye any Place in us. For God is
‘and they which dwell in God, they dwell in Love, 1 Folm. 4, 16.
amiverfal Love which gives the whole Strength of the Heart
and which makes us love every Man as we love ourfel

the nobleft, the moft divine, and God-ltke State of the
“and no Religion does any Man any good, but fo far,asit
this perfet Love with it. Perfection’ can no wherc be found
in a pure difinterefted Love of God and our Neighbour. There
, thercfore
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therefore a Commnuion of Saintsin the Love of GOD, whichne

: one can learn from that which is called Orthodoxy in- the dif-

ferent Seéts, but is only to be had by a total Dying to all world-
ly Views, bya pure Love of GOD, and by fuchan Unéion from
above, as delivers the Mind from all Selfithnefs, and makes it
love Truth and Goodnefs, with an Equallity ofAffetion in every
Man, let his Name and Profeflion to Religion be what it may.

. And by thus uniting in Heart and Spirit withall that is holy and

good in a'l piofeflions, we enter into the true Communion ‘of
Saints, and becoiie real Members of the trueuniverfal Chriftian
Church, tho’ we are confin’d to the oatward Worfhip of only
one particular Part of it. It is thus, that the Angels, as mini-

. ftring Spi.irs affift, join, unite and co-operate with every Thing

that 1s holy and good in every Divifion of Mankind, He that
has been all his Life long ufed to look with great Slight upon
thofe of other Profeflions, whom he has called Saperfitions, Big-
gots, camting Entbufiafts &'c. muft naturally expect, they will be
treated by GOD, as they have been by him; and if he had the
Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, fuch People woold find it
hard, to get a Place in it. But it ftands greatly. in Hand to get
rid of this Temper before we dye; for if nothing but univerfal
Love can enter into the Kingdom of GOD, what  can be more
neceflary for us, than to be full of this Love before we dye2-
We often hear of People of great Zeal declaring on their
Death-Beds their ftrict Attachment to the Church of England,
and making folemn Proteftations againft. all other Churches,
but how much betger, would i be, if fuch’a Perfon wasto fay:
“ In this divided State of Chriftendom, 1 muft conform to fome
« outward divided Part of it, and therefore 1have chofen to live
« and dye in outward Communion with the church of Eng-
<« land; fully believing, that if I worfhip GOD in Spirit and in
“ Truth, in this divided Part of the Church, 1 fhall be as accep-
¢ table to him, as if I had been a faithful Member of the one
« whole Church, before it was broken into feparate Parts. But
« as I am now going out of this difordered Divifion, into a
* more univerfal State of Things, as I am going to the GOD of
<« all Churches, to a Kingdom of univerfal Love, which muft
« have its Inhabitants from all People, Nations, and Languages
« of the Earth; fo in this Spirit of univerfal Love, T defire to
« perform my laft A& of Communion joyning in Heart and Spirit
« with all that is Chriftian, Holy and Good in all other Chur-
% ches; praying, from the Bottom of my Soul, thatevery Church
* may have its Saints; that GOD’S Kingdom may come, his

% Will be done in eyery Divifion of Chriftians and Men, and

& that every Thing that hati. Breath, may praife the Lord.

An
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AN FEminent Servant of GOD who had known Deliverance

from the Dark Powers and experimentally felt the Powers
of the World te come, a few Hours before his Death, exprefled
himfelf in the following Words: « There is a Spirit which 1
« feel, that delights to do no Evil, nor to revenge any wro

. = but delights to endure all Things, in Hopes toenjoy its ownin
« the End; Its Hope is, to outlive all Wrath and Contention,
« and to weary out all Exaltation and Cruelty, or whatfoever
« is of a Nature contrary to itfelf; it fees to the End of all
% Temptations ; as it bears no Evil in itfelf, fo it conceives none
« in Thought to any other; for its Ground and Spring is the
« Mercies and Forgivenefs of GOD ; its Crown is Meeknefs;
« its Life is everlalting Love unfeigned, and takes its Kingdom
« with Intreaty, and not with Contention, and keeps it b

-« Jowlinefs of Mind; in GOD alone it can rejoice, tho’ none elfe
« regard it, or can own its Life; ’tis conceived in Sorrow, and
« brought forth without any to pity it, nor doth it murmur at
« Grief and Oppreflion; it never rejoiceth but thro® Sufferings,
« for with the World’s Joy it is murdered. T found it alone
« being forfaken: ThavelFellowfhip therein with thofe that lived

« in Dens and defolate Placesof the Earth, who through Death

)

« gbtained Refurrection and eternal holy Life. 5

i
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